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good, decent job. The one program that links
them, while they’re students, to the job mar-
ket and opens up opportunities for them to
get jobs is the Summer Youth Employment
Program. This money is to be completely
eliminated. No jobs, no job training—no
question, higher crime.

West Palm Beach receives about $1 million
annually in grants from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development. We cur-
rently rehabilitate 25 full-scale housing units
and handle 46 emergency ‘‘rehab’’ housing
units each year. The proposed 50 percent cut
would drastically reduce West Palm Beach’s
ability to assist low-to-moderate-income
working families to maintain their homes.

We also receive $446,000 from HUD Home
Funds. Seventy-five percent is used for the
Mayor’s Renaissance Fund for first-time
home buyers. This money generates between
seven and 10 times the money in the form of
investments by local lending institutions.
More than 30 families have been able to pur-
chase homes in the past year. There is a
waiting list in excess of 344 applicants want-
ing to buy a home. The city has used HUD
money to create attractive, decent, afford-
able rental units for low-to-moderate-income
people with the Harris Music Building and
Ballet Villages in the downtown area.

LONG WAITING LIST FOR HOUSING

More than 1,000 people are on the waiting
list for public housing in West Palm Beach.
Most of these people are decent, caring
human beings who have not been as fortu-
nate as most of us who will read this article.

I recently visited Dunbar Village on Tama-
rind Avenue. Most of the units there leak
badly when it rains, damaging walls and
floors. Is that acceptable for our seniors and
poor because they are throwaways?

No summer youth jobs? Consider that last
summer, the city used $240,000 in federal
money to get approximately 23 dropout
youth back into education programs and job
training. Our success rate was about 70 per-
cent—excellent. Most are now continuing
their educations, some at college. Others
have jobs. One young man received his high
school equivalency diploma, trained with the
city to become a certified landscape sprayer
and is now employed by us full time. Most of
the youth we saved were headed toward be-
coming a criminal statistic.

We are all sadly aware of the problems in
our schools. Yet the proposed budget cuts
education, food for hungry children at school
and money for Safe and Drug Free Schools.
Can children learn with empty stomachs and
daily fear of violence?

There are many more examples I could
give about what these proposed cuts will
mean here in Palm Beach County, but you
have probably gotten the point. The pro-
posed cuts are unfair, illogical and lack any
rational basis.

We do need to balance the federal budget
and reduce the deficit for future generations.
We do need reform of entitlement programs.
These important objectives can be achieved
and still ensure a decent quality of life and
vital communities for us all. This can only
happen, however, if we demand that our
elected representatives consider our best in-
terests as they were elected to do and put
the good of America over petty, mean-spir-
ited partisan politics. We must accept no
less—our future depends on it.

I would draw upon the maxim that the true
test of a democracy is the treatment of its
poor, its young and its elderly. Cuts will
‘‘write off’’ whole segments of our country’s
population rather than building upon action
that can create improved national economic
viability for our future.

West Palm Beach, as most cities in Flor-
ida, does not have the option of raising prop-

erty taxes. We are too close to our legal
limit. We can only cut services. The county
can increase taxes, but that money comes
from the same pocketbooks. The real irony
is that if crime increases and neighborhoods
decline, property values decrease, and we end
up with even less revenue to meet the public
demands.

GOVERNMENT FOR THE WEALTHY?
We can solve these problems, but the fed-

eral and state governments must do so in a
logical, rational, thoughtful manner—not
through immature bickering and posturing.
Local governments can’t make all of these
changes overnight; we need time to adjust to
some of them. We also have to make sure
that the effort to balance the federal budget
is not just a shift to local property taxes.
Property taxes tend to be regressive taxes.

What is even more unbelievable to me is
that while Washington is proposing to dras-
tically cut domestic spending, at the cost of
low- and middle-class Americans, it is pro-
posing a tax cut for the wealthy. Is Washing-
ton being run only by the wealthy for the
wealthy, with the interests of lobbyists
being put over us regular and less fortunate
folks?

Washington uses 30-second sound bites of
abuses in domestic programs to convince us
they are doing the right thing. They do not
tell you the success stories. Let me tell you
just one.

I was raised in a large, poor, but hard-
working family. We lived for a number of
years in public housing, received free school
lunches and received some free medical care.
I worked and put myself through college and
law school with the assistance of student
loans. (I have repaid every penny.) I have one
sister who had a child out of wedlock.

Yet not one person in my family is on wel-
fare or receives federal assistance. I am not
the exception; there are many more like me.
Under the proposed cuts, I can guarantee you
I would not have been able to succeed alone.

Yes, there are abuses. But inept federal
government and complex regulations cause
many of them. Yes, families must also take
responsibility for their well-being and that
of their communities. But if the federal and
state governments just dealt with their own
waste first, we probably would be a lot closer
to balancing the federal budget and reducing
the deficit without the extreme measures
being proposed.

Call or write your congressional represent-
atives in Washington now. Demand truth in
governance, responsibility and accountabil-
ity to the people they represent—us—and de-
mand that petty partisan politics stop for
the sake of America’s future. Let them know
you are not in favor of the cuts as proposed
and demand that they hold open hearings.
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SHELTER ISLAND HEIGHTS FIRE
DEPARTMENT 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY REMARKS

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 17, 1995

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute and to congratulate the men and
women of the Shelter Island Heights Fire De-
partment for 100 years of dedicated service to
the people of the Heights. The residents of the
Shelter Island Heights Fire District are very
fortunate to have such a well-trained and de-
voted fire department. The Shelter Island
Heights Fire department worked hard to estab-
lish itself as one of the best departments in

New York and has achieved an impeccable
record.

The success of the fire department is a di-
rect result of selfless dedication and effective
management displayed by its members. Under
the leadership of Chairman Frederick J.
Gurney, the fire department has continued to
play an active role in the life of the Shelter Is-
land community. This leadership umbrella ex-
tends to the other members of the Board of
Fire Commissioners: Charles Williams, Eu-
gene Tybaert, Louis Cicero, and Richard
Surozenski, as well as the loyalty and hard
work exemplified by Chief Officer Stuart Nicoll,
First Assistant Larry Lechmanski, and Second
Assistant Dave Sharp. The Shelter Island
Heights Fire Department consists of more than
35 professional volunteer firefighters, contain-
ing no career employees, offering further evi-
dence of their passion and commitment to the
community they serve.

On Saturday, September 30, 1995, the
Shelter Island Heights Fire Department cele-
brated its 100th anniversary, marking a long,
proud history by recognizing and honoring the
efforts of those who have sacrificed and
served the department and community over
the years. Therefore Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that I ask the rest of the House to
join me in congratulating this all-volunteer fire
department on achieving this momentous mile-
stone. This is a much-deserved tribute and I
wish them all the best on their day of recogni-
tion and glory. They give of themselves be-
cause of the love and pride they share for
their community and we applaud their extraor-
dinary service and efforts. These courageous
individuals have truly earned this recognition.
May they continue to serve their community
for the many 100 years to come.
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A TRIBUTE TO HUGH HANDLEY

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 17, 1995

Mr. DOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise before my
colleagues today to pay a special tribute to
Hugh Handley, who is retiring after serving 23
years as the agricultural commissioner of
Kings County.

Over that time, Hugh has not only kept up
with the myriad changes in agricultural prac-
tices in California’s Central Valley, he has
helped develop them. His coworkers consider
him an encyclopedia of information, and they
no doubt will miss his expertise.

As ag commissioner, Hugh has witnessed
technological breakthroughs made by the
farms in his county, and has tried to provide
a supportive role to those breakthroughs. He
managed to maintain this even as government
budgets were reduced.

One major development in the county that
Hugh was directly responsible for was the
building of a one-stop agricultural government
center. The center houses all of the agricul-
tural offices for the county, the U.C. Coopera-
tive Extension, and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, greatly benefiting farmers by sim-
plifying the process of dealing with govern-
ment agencies.

While the center is only a building, it em-
bodies the approach to his job that Hugh has
maintained—he has always sought to make
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